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The 

 

Wednesday Night Adult Studies 

Session 4:  April 6 — May 4 (5 weeks) 

May 11:  Year-end Picnic for EVERYONE! 

5:30 - 6:00pm (dinner);  5:50 - 7:00pm (study) 
 

Join us for the last session of Wednesday Evening Adult Studies for this school 

year.  This is a great line-up of studies!  Be sure to let us know you are coming so 

we can allot the proper space and seating needs, as well as have enough food for 

those eating.   

 

The Meaning of Marriage…...led by Pastor Matthew Atha 

 A DVD and discussion format focused on “The Meaning of Marriage” by Tim and 

Kathy Keller.  This experience is for anyone from singles, to couples considering marriage, 

to those who are newly married or who have been married for a long time.                        

Cost for the workbook is $10. 

 

"Learning From the 12 Disciples" led by Rev. Linda Taylor, District 

 Superintendent  We are excited to have our District Superintendent come and share this 

bible study with us!  Her only request of those attending her class is that                           

they bring their Bible.   
 

 Pastor David will teach the first class of this session and his topic will be  

“How To Read the Parables,” which will be in keeping with his current sermon series.   

 

The menu for this session will soon be listed on our website,  

connect2garber.com, under “adult ministry”.  The meals are catered by            

The Catering Company and the price is a donation.   

You won’t find a better tasting, quality meal anywhere else! 
 

If you have any questions about this study series, or any other areas of study at 

Garber, please contact Mary Coleman at mcoleman@garberumc.com  

or call the church office at 637-4022. 
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Leah Wade, Children’s Hope Chests’s Relationship Manager for Russia, was recently let go due 

to cuts in the organization.  Bethany Parker is now our PR Manager, and she is very nice!  Letter 

writing is still asked of any willing Garber member and Sunday school class, and updated lists of 

the children at each orphanage will be coming out soon!  That way, the people writing the letters 

can pick actual children to write to, and when they write back, it will be that much more special.  

Thank you for your continued support for this mission!   

 

Mary B. Doty 

CHC Communication Coordinator for Garber 

The Elegance of England 
A Wesleyan Heritage & CS Lewis Tour 

October 16 - 25, 2016 
 

Mark your calendars now!  A former pastor of Garber UMC, Pastor Powell Osteen, will be   

leading a tour with Alpha Christian Tours to England next October 16 - 25.  We will visit the 

most important of the sites remembering John & Charles Wesley’s lives and ministry – places 

like Epworth, Bristol, and London.  We will also take some special time around Oxford – both a 

significant place for the Wesleys and also for CS Lewis. We’ll visit the home of CS Lewis, The 

Kilns, and The Eagle and Child where Lewis met with the Inklings (including J.R.R. Tolkien). 

Direct flight from RDU to London, first class hotels and motor coach, and expert guides all    

included.  If you’re interested, please contact Powell for a brochure and details 

(posteen@nccumc.org).  Or you can call the Garber church office, and we can email you a     

brochure with all the details.  

Matthew’s Minute 
 

I wanted to share two true stories of guests who came to Garber and experienced the power of Christian hospitality! 
 

Story one:   A person came to the Ministry Center campus with two children.  One of our members noticed that 

help was needed for direction to Sunday School classes.  He kindly walked the person over to the Sanctuary        

campus.  A Garber staff member then introduced the family to Laura Wilkins, our children’s minister.  This family 

had a very positive experience in both Sunday School and worship thanks to a member who intentionally observed a 

need for direction and met it! 
 

Story two:  A couple came to Garber  and were looking for  a church home.  People spoke to this couple before 

and after the service.  Another couple invited them to lunch following the service.  An invitation was made to a   

Sunday School class.  The couple has continued to attend Garber because of the ministry of our members.   
 

It is so encouraging to hear stories of people watching, observing and responding to our guests!  
 

ACCESS membership class 
If you have attended Garber and would like to explore the possibility of membership, our next 

ACCESS membership class begins Sunday, April 3 at 9:30am in Room 224.  This 4-week 

class allows you to explore what church membership at Garber means, as well as learn more 

about small group opportunities, opportunities for service, and about the teachings and beliefs 

of United Methodism.  Please sign up at the Welcome Table in the courtyard or the Welcome 

Desk outside Morris Hall.  You can also call the church office at 637-4022 or email Pastor 

Matthew Atha at:  matha@garberumc.com 

mailto:posteen@nccumc.org
mailto:matha@garberumc.com
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“Why are we having Communion again?” “Would you prefer we have communion every 

week?” Such questions have been posed several times, albeit not always in a tone of       

curiosity.  For some the question is genuinely posed; for others it is a demand for             

justification. Questions like these do, however, open the door to discussion.  One could   

answer it several ways. 

 

First, we might ask, “Why would any Christian be opposed to Communion again?”  To this 

there are, perhaps, many answers, however, most offer little guidance for the church.  

 

If one says he or she does not like it, then we functionally elevate personal preferences to the place of ultimate authority for the 

conduct of worship.  What would we do then if someone else did not like singing hymns, and another disliked prayers, and   

another Bible reading, and still other offerings, etc.  Or how would we resolve competing claims wherein some like choir    

anthems and others dislike them?  Personal likes and dislikes are a fickle guide.  The Church must be directed by a higher    

authority true to her nature as a biblical and theological people. 

 

Another may answer that, held too frequently, Communion loses its meaning.  That begs the question.  It is not obvious that 

frequency is contrary to meaning.  If it were, then we ought not to pray each week, nor sing, nor read Scripture, nor even to 

worship at all.   

 

Answering honestly someone might say that it makes worship too long.  Truly some are convinced that worship must be kept 

to 60 minutes or less.  It is true that we do try to contain worship to near an hour, but still we should ask ourselves a question.  

“Why would we who have received so many blessings and gifts from God begrudge a few additional minutes in order to give 

God praise and thanksgiving?”  While some may have very legitimate concerns regarding time including needing to get home 

to a sick family member or to work, could it be that our worries about time are an elevation of personal likes and dislikes to an 

inordinate place of authority?    

 

Returning to the original question, there are reasons why we would have Holy Communion again.  First, the Eucharist is a 

means of grace, and we who are needy would seek and humbly receive grace.  Second, in Holy Communion the living,         

resurrected Jesus Christ is truly present, and we would desire to meet Jesus Christ who is known in the breaking of bread   

(Luke 24:35).  Third, the bread which we break and the cup which we bless are a sharing in the body and blood of Jesus Christ         

(1 Corinthians 10:16), and we desire more fully to share in him.  Fourth, Jesus told us to “seek food that endures to eternal 

life” (John 6:27), and then he said, 

 

Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in 

yourselves. He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.  

For My flesh is true food, and My blood is true drink.  He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in 

Me, and I in him.  (John 6:53-56). 

 

We, therefore, have Communion again that we may be nourished spiritually unto everlasting life, and that we might abide in 

him and he in us. 

 

Fifth, we celebrate Communion again because Jesus Christ commanded us to celebrate Communion, and that often (1 Cor. 

11:24, 25).  Every time we do so, we obey Jesus Christ.  Sixth, by means of Communion, we join in ecumenical unity with the 

great company of Christians.  Seventh, we are inviting a discipline in which we add to our lives a spiritual practice that opens 

us more fully to grace.  Finally (but not all that could be said), we celebrate because we have opportunity to do so.  We are 

tempted to presume that if we do not partake today, there will be another opportunity.  We honestly do not know that, so we do 

well to receive God’s gift – and the Eucharist is his gift – whenever we can. 

 

Your pastors will gladly talk with you about the Eucharist.  The official teaching for United Methodist can be found in the 

2004 Book of Resolutions and on the web at the General Board of Discipleship.   

 

David A. Banks 
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MOSAIC NEWS 
 

The MOSAIC Advisory Team has been very busy this month and has planned events for May through 

December 2016. A list of summer events for all adults 55 years old and older will be available through 

email and on connect2garber.com. 
 

Several of our events will be intergenerational and could include all ages, so be sure to check them 

out in the monthly newsletters/church bulletins and on the web. Each month there will be sign-up 

sheets for upcoming events available to participants. PLEASE be sure to sign up for the next month’s 

events or call the church office for reservations at least a week prior to each event so that final plans 

and preparations can be made to accommodate you. 
 

Please put the following upcoming April - May events on your calendar                              

and join us for a time of fun, good food, and fellowship. 

 

Luncheon 
Monday, April 25 

Menu: casseroles, salads, desserts 

Sign up to bring a dish 

Program: Bird carvings presented by Paul and Nina Varga   

       

May Trip 
Date TBD (either May 17 or 24) 

Ferry Boat Ride to Oriental, NC and lunch out 

View God’s world from a different perspective 

 

Call the church office, 637-4022, or email your reservation to Sue Webb, Senior Ministries Coordinator 

by Wednesday prior to the week of the event. swebb@garberumc.com 

Spring Workday at Camp Don Lee 

Saturday, April 16              9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Jobs:  light carpentry, landscaping, roofing, scrape/paint. 

And a great Camp Don Lee lunch will be served for a small cost! 

Call the church office to join the team!  637-4022 

mailto:swebb@garberumc.com
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Dear Garber Church family, 

I wish to thank all at Garber Church for the visits and love shown to me and my family during 

the sickness and death of my husband, Howard Williams. 
 

Much Love, Mary, Jan, Carol and Russ 

I want to thank you, our wonderful Garber Family, for everything. 
 

Thank you for the beautiful flowers, the delicious food, preparation and cleanup, so many wonderful comments, calls, cards, 

hugs, donations, meals and so many prayers for me, our daughter, Lisa and our whole family. So many of you were there to 

share in the celebration of Brenda’s life, and so many are continuing to share wonderful memories about her with us. 

Everyone who knows Brenda has seen that beautiful smile, that unbeatable positive attitude and the God-filled glow around 

her that came from within.  I am so grateful that she has blessed me in so many ways and made my life so special.  She has 

made life so much fun for me, just to be around her and do anything with her. Thank you Garber Staff also for everything. 
 

Thank you all again; you are truly our wonderful Garber Family.  
 

James “Jim” Daughtry, Lisa and our entire family.         

Looking Ahead 
 

April 6   Wednesday night Kids in Christ Recharge and adult studies begin (see arti-

cles    on page 7 and front page) 

 

April 16  Workday at Camp Don Lee; 9am - 5pm (see article on page 4) 

 

April 25    Mosaic lunch; 12:00pm in Room 123 (see article on page 4) 

 

May 8    Friends from Haiti; 5pm - 7pm in Morris Hall (see article on back page) 

 

May 11   Churchwide picnic for everyone! 

 

May 12  Kingswood Graduation; 3:45pm in Morris Hall 

 

May 15   Pentecost - Confirmation Sunday.  One service at 10am in Morris Hall 

 

May 17 or 24   Mosaic trip to Oriental, NC (see article on page 4) 
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Easter has come!  In fact, by the time you receive this newsletter, Easter Day will have       

probably already passed.  But this means that we are now in the Easter Season, and it is a time 

to celebrate.  During Lent, the youth leaders and I sought to prepare the youth and ourselves 

for the celebration of Jesus’ Resurrection.  In high school and middle school FUEL, we read 

and discussed John 19 and 20, which cover Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Also, in the high 

school 180 Bible Study, they did a series on the significance of the Lenten season.  It has been 

a fruitful time as we have reflected on the implications of Jesus’ resurrection for our world and for our individual lives. 

 

Something I have stressed repeatedly to the students is that Jesus rose from the dead so that we also can rise from the 

dead.  This is good news—that we will be raised to new life as Jesus was.  Many Jews in the first century believed that 

there would be a resurrection of the dead at the end of the world.  When Jesus rose from the dead in the middle of     

history, it gave assurance to his followers that they too would rise from the dead one day. 

 

We often have a tendency to say that Jesus died on the cross so we can go to Heaven—this is true; however, it doesn’t 

give us the whole picture of what God has done, is doing, and will do in the world through Jesus. 

 

The New Testament describes the afterlife as having two stages: Heaven (2 Cor. 5:1), and then the New Heaven and 

New Earth (Rev. 21:1).  When we die, we go to Heaven to be with Christ.  When we rise from the dead, we will live in 

the New Heaven and New Earth where God will be all in all.  Both of these stages of the afterlife are something to look 

forward to.  The Apostle Paul says that “we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord” (2 Cor. 

5:8 ESV).  Where is the Lord?  He is in Heaven sitting at the right hand of God the Father.  But then there is more to 

come after Heaven, and has to do with the resurrection.  As Paul says, 

 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  For as by a man came 

death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made 

alive.  But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ.  (1 Cor. 15:20-23 

ESV). 

 

Adam’s sin brought death to the world, but Jesus’ resurrection brought life to the world.  Jesus rose, so we too will rise.  

Our final hope is Jesus’ Second Coming when the dead will be raised to spend eternity in the New Heaven and New 

Earth, where God “will wipe every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more” (Rev. 21:4). 

 

The Apostle John gives us a sense of the New Heaven and New Earth when he records his vision of “the holy city     

Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God” (Rev. 21:10 ESV).  So Heaven will come down to earth; God will 

dwell with human beings (Rev. 21:3).  And when we are raised to new life, we won’t be given the same bodies that we 

have now.  We will be given new bodies.  As Paul says, “What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable.  It 

is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory.  It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power.  It is sown a natural body; it is 

raised a spiritual body”  (1 Cor. 15:42b-44a ESV).  We won’t be ghosts; we will have spiritual, immortal bodies full of 

glory and power.   

 

When I imagine the New Heaven and New Earth, I imagine those moments in life when I’m surrounded by family or 

friends, like at a Thanksgiving dinner or a meal at FUEL.  The sense of fellowship is full of the life and power and love 

of God.  We get a taste of what is to come. 

 

During this Easter Season, our youth programs will be reflecting more on the good news that Jesus is risen, which gives 

us hope for resurrection.  Through Jesus, there is new life in the world; and we look forward to the New Heaven and 

New Earth in which God will be all in all.     

 

Drew Demarest, Director of Student Ministries 

262-498-6701    

ddemarest@garberumc.com                   
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Look What’s Happening In Children’s Ministry!!!  

With Spring and Summer comes warm weather!  And with warm weather comes a new 
session of Wednesday night Recharge!, Preschool Summer Camp, VBS, and Adventure 
Camp!  There are many opportunities to get   involved in our Kids In Christ Ministry, 

and we hope to see you and your children at many of these programs!    
 

Registration forms for ALL programs can be found on the Garber website,                             
www.connect2garber.com, under the Kids In Christ logo.   

 

Our Kids In Christ ministry is not just for little ones!  We have lots of opportunities for 
you to volunteer your time and talents.  If you would like to volunteer for any of our 

programs, please contact Laura Wilkins at laurawilkins02@gmail.com or call the church 
office, 637-4022.  By volunteering you will not only be sharing God’s love with the our    

littlest believers, but they will fill your life with joy, love, and lots of laughter!   

Kids In Christ 
PRESCHOOL SUMMER  CAMP 

 

June 21st - 23rd: Creation 
 

August 2nd - 4th: Mary and Martha 
 

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

Cost: $65 per session or $125 for Both Sessions 
 

Summer Camp is open to children aged 3-5 (rising 
preschoolers who will attend a 3 year old class 

 in the fall to preschoolers who will  
start Kindergarten in the fall).  

Summer Camp campers must be toilet trained.  
 

Parent’s Morning Out will be available for               
children 18mths – 2yrs. 

 

Join us as we RECHARGE! our 
week on Wednesday Nights!   

 

April 6th - May 4th  
5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

 

During Session 4, we will be looking in the New Testament 
at stories that teach us about the greatness of God’s     

kingdom and how we can be close to God by who we are, 
how we give gifts to God, and how we show gratitude for 

what God has given us!    
 

We will conclude on May 11th with a Family Cookout!   
We look forward to celebrating a wonderful year!  

 

 

 

Adventure Camp 2016 
July 18th - 22nd 
 9 a.m. – 12 noon 

Rising 5th and 6th Graders 
 

Join us for a week of tug of war, fishing,  
water park fun, games and more as we learn   

important Bible truths through challenges, small 
group enrichment, and prayer.   

 

During this jam packed week of FUN, we will 
gain a better understanding of God’s truth in 

our lives.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VBS 2016 
July 18th - 22nd 
9:00 a.m. - Noon 

4yr old - rising 4th 
Grade 

Join Joseph as he swats away scorpions in a dark   
prison cell...strolls through the golden splendor 
of Pharaoh's palace...experiences exotic sights 

and smells in an Egyptian bazaar...is carried away 
by music wafting through enticing desert air.  

 

What a week of fun—and  
lasting Bible learning!  



 

                             

  April 2016 

 

Nonprofit Organization 

Auto 

US Postage Paid 

New Bern, NC 

Permit No 185 

Return Service Requested 

 

 

PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

Garber United Methodist Church 

4201 Country Club Rd 

New Bern, NC   28562 

Phone:  252-637-4022 

Fax: 252-637-7853 

www.connect2garber.com 


